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within the purpose of this volume to trace, the Romans
steadily grew in warlike capacity, in the organization and
discipline of their armies, and in all the minutiae of war. No
great soldier appeared on the side of the Romans in the First
Punic War; on the Carthaginian side only Hamilcar Barca,
the father of Hannibal, and he at a stage in the struggle
when it was too late to rehabilitate a cause already lost. By
their courage, steadfastness and patriotism, the Romans
proved that no task was too great for them to accomplish.

For fifty years Rome had been making sundry efforts
to create a fleet. She had needed none so long as she was
only in conflict with the nations of Italy. But when the
events of the First Punic War showed her the necessity of
conquering Sicily if she would not continue to suffer a thorn
in her flesh by the Carthaginian occupation of a large part of
the island, a fleet became essential. Nothing exhibits the
extraordinary energy of the Romans better than the fact that
in the fifth year of the war (260 B. c.) the consul Duilius
won a naval victory over the experienced Carthaginians, and
in the eighth year (257 B. c.) the consul Regulus won a sec-
ond, with a fleet of three hundred and fifty triremes carry-
ing one hundred and forty thousand rowers and soldiers.
This was a gigantic piece of work splendidly carried through.
From this time on, Rome always had a fleet, though at times,
after great naval losses, it sank to a low ebb, with the dis-
couragement of the Roman people and the poverty of the
public treasury.

No sooner had the Romans determined to make themselves
strong at sea than they set heartily to work. The burden
was put on the seacoast allies and colonies, the Etruscans
and the Greek settlers of southern Italy, and these peoples
were .thereafter fairly ground into the dust by the constant
demands made rmon them. Polvhins states that ast the pos-
